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We are thrilled to support the exciting work Dr. Rolsky and his team 
are bringing to our community! This type of science and discovery 
is usually reserved for institutions in major cities so to have 
environmental research happening in our small coastal community 
is a real treat. The growth and relevance of the Shaw institute have 
been transformational and is an asset to the area. We are proud to 
be a small part of their growth.”

Mark Politte
Owner
Stanley Subaru
Stanley Chevrolet
Stanley Scooters

“

Photo credit: Jessica Smith
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Dear Friends, Supporters, and Partners:

It is with great pride and gratitude that I share with you the incredible impact we achieved 
together in 2025. This past year was a testament to our collective dedication and a powerful 
demonstration of what is possible when a community unites for a common purpose.

�.�Y�c�X���G�J�J�S���F���^�J�F�W���T�K���X�N�L�S�N�*�H�F�S�Y���L�W�T�\�Y�M���F�S�I���U�W�T�K�T�Z�S�I���X�Z�H�H�J�X�X�����R�F�I�J���U�T�X�X�N�G�Q�J���G�^���Y�M�J���U�F�Y�N�J�S�H�J��
and willingness of our community to take the time to learn about our work. 

The progress we made in 2025 was built upon the strength of our most valuable asset: you. 
�.�Y���W�J�+�J�H�Y�X���Y�M�J���N�S�[�F�Q�Z�F�G�Q�J���H�T�S�Y�W�N�G�Z�Y�N�T�S�X���T�K���T�Z�W���U�F�X�X�N�T�S�F�Y�J���[�T�Q�Z�S�Y�J�J�W�X�����Y�M�J���N�S�X�N�L�M�Y�X���L�F�N�S�J�I��
�K�W�T�R���Q�N�X�Y�J�S�N�S�L���N�S�Y�J�S�Y�Q�^���Y�T���T�Z�W���H�T�R�R�Z�S�N�Y�^�����F�S�I���Y�M�J���[�N�Y�F�Q���N�S�U�Z�Y���K�W�T�R���T�Z�W���J�]�Y�J�S�X�N�[�J���S�J�Y�\�T�W�P���T�K��
collaborators and partners. 

�9�M�N�X���X�Z�H�H�J�X�X���N�X���J�X�U�J�H�N�F�Q�Q�^���R�J�F�S�N�S�L�K�Z�Q���N�S���F���Y�N�R�J���\�M�J�S���Y�M�J���G�W�T�F�I�J�W���Q�F�S�I�X�H�F�U�J���K�T�W���X�H�N�J�S�Y�N�*�H��
�W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M���F�S�I���S�T�S�U�W�T�*�Y���T�W�L�F�S�N�_�F�Y�N�T�S�X���N�X���G�J�H�T�R�N�S�L���N�S�H�W�J�F�X�N�S�L�Q�^���H�M�F�Q�Q�J�S�L�N�S�L�����9�M�J���S�J�J�I���K�T�W��
�*�S�F�S�H�N�F�Q���X�Y�F�G�N�Q�N�Y�^���F�S�I���X�Z�X�Y�F�N�S�J�I���X�Z�U�U�T�W�Y���N�X���R�T�W�J���H�W�N�Y�N�H�F�Q���Y�M�F�S���J�[�J�W�����9�M�J���H�T�R�R�N�Y�R�J�S�Y���T�K���T�Z�W��
�H�T�R�R�Z�S�N�Y�^���J�S�F�G�Q�J�X���Z�X���Y�T���H�T�S�Y�N�S�Z�J���T�Z�W���[�N�Y�F�Q���\�T�W�P�����J�S�X�Z�W�N�S�L���\�J���H�F�S���U�W�T�[�N�I�J���W�J�Q�N�F�G�Q�J���X�H�N�J�S�H�J��
�F�S�I���J�I�Z�H�F�Y�N�T�S�����I�J�X�U�N�Y�J���J�]�Y�J�W�S�F�Q���M�J�F�I�\�N�S�I�X��

I’m so proud to present this year’s impacts. From our new touch tank open year-round 
�Y�M�F�Y���\�J�Q�H�T�R�J�I���T�[�J�W���������������U�J�T�U�Q�J���Y�M�N�X���^�J�F�W�����Y�T���T�Z�W���H�T�Q�Q�F�G�T�W�F�Y�N�[�J���W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M���\�N�Y�M���Y�M�N�X���S�F�Y�N�T�S�c�X��
�Q�J�F�I�N�S�L���Z�S�N�[�J�W�X�N�Y�N�J�X�����F�S�I���T�Z�W���F�X�U�N�W�F�Y�N�T�S�X���Y�T���K�Z�W�Y�M�J�W���F�R�U�Q�N�K�^���F�Q�Q���T�K���Y�M�J�X�J���J�K�K�T�W�Y�X�����Y�M�N�X���I�T�H�Z�R�J�S�Y��
�X�U�J�F�P�X���Y�T���T�Z�W���I�J�X�N�W�J���Y�T���G�J�H�T�R�J���Y�M�J���T�W�L�F�S�N�_�F�Y�N�T�S���Y�M�F�Y���2�F�N�S�J���S�J�J�I�X���F�S�I���I�J�X�J�W�[�J�X����

�&�X���N�X���F�Q�\�F�^�X���Y�M�J���H�F�X�J�����Y�M�N�X���.�R�U�F�H�Y���7�J�U�T�W�Y���F�Q�X�T���X�J�W�[�J�X���F�X���T�Z�W���W�J�R�N�S�I�J�W���Y�T���U�Q�J�F�X�J���H�T�S�X�N�I�J�W���Y�M�J��
Shaw Institute in your end-of-year annual giving plans. 
 
Your donations will support each and every one of 
our research projects and educational programs 
�N�S���Y�M�J���^�J�F�W���F�M�J�F�I�����N�S�H�Q�Z�I�N�S�L���Y�M�J���R�F�S�^���N�S�N�Y�N�F�Y�N�[�J�X��
we’ve outlined in this report.  

Thank you in advance for your continued interest 
in and support of the Shaw Institute. 

Onward!

Dr. Charlie Rolsky
Executive Director and Senior Research Scientist



SHAW INSTITUTE 2025 IMPACT REPORT4

OUR MISSION
The Shaw Institute connects environmental health with 
�M�Z�R�F�S���M�J�F�Q�Y�M���Y�M�W�T�Z�L�M���N�S�S�T�[�F�Y�N�[�J���X�H�N�J�S�H�J�����H�T�Q�Q�F�G�T�W�F�Y�N�T�S���F�S�I��
community outreach.

OUR VALUES
 �’ Conduct evidence-based science with integrity and purpose.
 �’ Provide an inclusive learning environment for community 

engagement and outreach.
 �’ �*�X�Y�F�G�Q�N�X�M���F���W�T�Q�J���N�S���T�Z�W���F�H�F�I�J�R�N�H���*�J�Q�I���Y�M�F�Y���U�W�T�R�T�Y�J�X�� 

cross-discipline collaboration.
 �’ Ensure our reputation serves as a source of inspiration for 

those around us.
 �’ Focus on emerging technology and diverse funding sources 

�K�T�W���Y�M�J���F�I�[�F�S�H�J�R�J�S�Y���T�K���X�H�N�J�S�Y�N�*�H���P�S�T�\�Q�J�I�L�J��

OUR PRIORITIES
 �’ �8�Y�W�N�[�J���Y�T���N�R�U�W�T�[�J���Y�M�J���M�J�F�Q�Y�M���T�K���2�F�N�S�J���J�H�T�X�^�X�Y�J�R�X��
 �’ Understand the connection between land and sea. 
 �’ �+�T�H�Z�X���T�S���2�F�N�S�J���G�Z�Y���H�T�Q�Q�F�G�T�W�F�Y�J���F�S�I���N�S�+�Z�J�S�H�J���T�S���F�� 

global scale. 
 �’ �9�Z�W�S���T�Z�W���X�H�N�J�S�Y�N�*�H���W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M���N�S�Y�T���Y�T�T�Q�X���K�T�W���H�T�R�R�Z�S�N�Y�^��

empowerment. 
 �’ Improve our facilities to lead with cutting-edge research and 

meet the educational needs of surrounding communities.
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I am incredibly proud of the unprecedented 
progress we’ve achieved this year. The pace at 
which Dr. Rolsky and his team have advanced 
�T�Z�W���X�H�N�J�S�Y�N�*�H���W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M�����\�M�N�Q�J���X�N�R�Z�Q�Y�F�S�J�T�Z�X�Q�^��
and dramatically expanding our educational 
�K�T�T�Y�U�W�N�S�Y�����M�F�X���W�J�I�J�*�S�J�I���Y�M�J���.�S�X�Y�N�Y�Z�Y�J�c�X���N�R�U�F�H�Y����
This leadership has not just created a new 
�I�N�W�J�H�Y�N�T�S�����N�Y�c�X���Q�F�Z�S�H�M�J�I���Z�X���N�S�Y�T���F���S�J�\���J�W�F���T�K��
vital work and collaboration within the State 
�T�K���2�F�N�S�J���F�S�I���F�H�W�T�X�X���Y�M�J���L�Q�T�G�J���g

Matt Newton
Board President
Shaw Institute

Photo credit: Laurie Spataro
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The Shaw Institute has been collecting data on fecal bacteria and harmful algal blooms 
�
�-�&�'�X�����K�T�W���T�[�J�W���Y�\�T���I�J�H�F�I�J�X�����9�M�N�X���^�J�F�W���G�W�T�Z�L�M�Y���W�J�S�J�\�J�I���Z�W�L�J�S�H�^���Y�T���Y�M�N�X���\�T�W�P�����F�X���G�J�F�H�M��
�H�Q�T�X�Z�W�J�X���F�W�T�Z�S�I���Y�M�J���:�S�N�Y�J�I���8�Y�F�Y�J�X���M�N�L�M�Q�N�L�M�Y�J�I���Y�M�J���I�F�S�L�J�W�X���T�K���G�F�H�Y�J�W�N�F���X�U�J�H�N�*�H�F�Q�Q�^�����\�M�N�H�M��
cause severe human illnesses.

�9�M�F�S�P�X���Y�T���Y�M�J���L�J�S�J�W�T�X�N�Y�^���T�K���(�Q�J�F�W�[�N�J�\���*�S�J�W�L�^�����\�J���M�F�[�J���W�J�[�T�Q�Z�Y�N�T�S�N�_�J�I���T�Z�W���\�F�Y�J�W���V�Z�F�Q�N�Y�^��
monitoring program with a new TECTA B16 automated testing instrument. This cutting-
edge technology is a game-changer: it allows us to get data on bacterial concentration 
�N�S���M�T�Z�W�X�����S�T�Y���I�F�^�X�����9�M�N�X���R�J�F�S�X���\�J���H�F�S���S�T�\���U�W�T�[�N�I�J���S�J�F�W���W�J�F�Q���Y�N�R�J���X�F�K�J�Y�^���N�S�K�T�W�R�F�Y�N�T�S���K�T�W��
residents and visitors.

�9�T���R�F�Y�H�M���Y�M�N�X���S�J�\���X�U�J�J�I�����\�J�c�[�J���Q�F�Z�S�H�M�J�I���F�S���N�S�X�Y�F�S�Y���F�Q�J�W�Y���X�^�X�Y�J�R�����<�M�J�S���T�Z�W���I�F�Y�F���N�S�I�N�H�F�Y�J�X��
�M�N�L�M���G�F�H�Y�J�W�N�F���Q�J�[�J�Q�X�����\�J���X�J�S�I���F���S�T�Y�N�*�H�F�Y�N�T�S���I�N�W�J�H�Y�Q�^���Y�T���U�J�T�U�Q�J�c�X���U�M�T�S�J�X�����N�K���T�U�Y�J�I���N�S�����T�W���Y�T��
�J�R�F�N�Q���F�H�H�T�Z�S�Y�X�����9�M�N�X���J�S�X�Z�W�J�X���Y�M�J�^���M�F�[�J���H�W�N�Y�N�H�F�Q�����X�F�R�J���I�F�^���N�S�K�T�W�R�F�Y�N�T�S���F�G�T�Z�Y���\�F�Y�J�W���X�F�K�J�Y�^��
�F�Y���Y�M�J�N�W���K�F�[�T�W�N�Y�J���X�\�N�R�R�N�S�L���X�U�T�Y�X�����9�M�N�X���^�J�F�W�����\�J�c�W�J���U�W�T�[�N�I�N�S�L���R�T�W�J���[�F�Q�Z�J���F�S�I���G�J�Y�Y�J�W���X�F�K�J�Y�^��
for our local community than ever before.

Fecal Bacteria and Harmful Phytoplankton in 
Blue Hill, Maine:

2025 Coastal Monitoring Sites

Blue Hill  
Park

COASTAL MONITORING

Funded by: Stanley Chevrolet, Stanley Subaru, Clearview Energy, Shaw 
Institute and our donors

Peters Cove Curtis Cove

Carrying Place



�)�N�I���^�T�Z���P�S�T�\���Y�M�J���8�M�F�\���.�S�X�Y�N�Y�Z�Y�J���N�X���U�F�W�Y���T�K���Y�M�J���2�F�W�N�S�J��
�2�F�R�R�F�Q���8�Y�W�F�S�I�N�S�L���3�J�Y�\�T�W�P���M�J�W�J���N�S���2�F�N�S�J�$���<�J���\�T�W�P��
with our partners at Allied Whale from the College 
of the Atlantic to extend their response capabilities 
to marine animals of concern along our coast. If an 
�F�S�N�R�F�Q���N�X���X�N�H�P���T�W���N�S�O�Z�W�J�I�����\�J���J�S�X�Z�W�J���N�Y�X���X�F�K�J�Y�^���G�J�K�T�W�J��
coordinating a rescue.

�<�M�N�Q�J���N�Y���N�X���F���X�F�I���X�N�Y�Z�F�Y�N�T�S�����Y�M�J���G�T�I�N�J�X���T�K���F�S�N�R�F�Q�X���Y�M�F�Y��
�U�F�X�X���F�\�F�^�����X�Z�H�M���F�X���X�J�F�Q�X���F�S�I���U�T�W�U�T�N�X�J�X�����H�T�S�Y�F�N�S��
a wealth of knowledge about the health of the 
�J�H�T�X�^�X�Y�J�R�����.�S���������������\�J���H�F�W�W�N�J�I���T�Z�Y���W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M���G�F�X�J�I��
�T�S���F���	�����������������L�W�F�S�Y���\�J���\�J�W�J���F�\�F�W�I�J�I���K�W�T�R���Y�M�J��
�3�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q���4�H�J�F�S�N�H���F�S�I���&�Y�R�T�X�U�M�J�W�N�H���&�I�R�N�S�N�X�Y�W�F�Y�N�T�S��
�
�3�4�&�&�����Y�T���X�Y�Z�I�^���Y�M�J���N�R�U�F�H�Y���T�K���5�+�&�8���H�T�S�Y�F�R�N�S�F�Y�N�T�S��
in harbor seals. This is our largest grant to date and 
�\�N�Q�Q���F�Q�Q�T�\���Z�X���Y�T���F�S�F�Q�^�_�J���5�+�&�8���N�S���X�J�F�Q�X���T�[�J�W���F��������
year period to see if contamination patterns have 
changed in response to legislative bans. We will also 
�I�J�Y�J�W�R�N�S�J���N�K���Y�M�J���H�T�S�Y�F�R�N�S�F�Y�N�T�S���[�F�W�N�J�X���G�^���F�L�J�����X�J�]�����T�W��
region and if it negatively impacts seal health. This 
collaborative research effort is critical in advancing 
our knowledge of how these “forever chemicals” 
affect the natural world.

�<�J���F�Q�X�T���U�F�W�Y�S�J�W�J�I���\�N�Y�M���Y�M�J���:�S�N�[�J�W�X�N�Y�^���T�K���2�F�N�S�J���T�S���F��
project exploring the presence and impact of PFAS 
�H�M�J�R�N�H�F�Q�X���T�S���Q�F�W�[�F�Q���Q�T�G�X�Y�J�W�X�����<�J���W�J�F�Q�N�_�J���M�T�\���H�W�N�Y�N�H�F�Q��
this species is to both ecosystem health and the 
�\�J�Q�Q�G�J�N�S�L���T�K���Y�M�J���X�Y�F�Y�J�����X�T���U�W�N�T�W�N�Y�N�_�N�S�L���Y�M�N�X���\�T�W�P���\�F�X���F��
must for us. We received a grant to study this further 
and will share results as they come. 

Marine Mammal Health and 
PFAS Exposure: 

Funded by: NOAA, University of Maine, 
Shaw Institute and our donors
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Photo credit: Karl Ramsdell
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Microplastics and Human Health
The Shaw Institute is leading cutting-edge research into the impact of plastics 
�T�S���M�Z�R�F�S���M�J�F�Q�Y�M�����G�J�L�N�S�S�N�S�L���G�^���F�I�F�U�Y�N�S�L���T�Z�W���U�W�T�Y�T�H�T�Q�X���Y�T���X�Z�H�H�J�X�X�K�Z�Q�Q�^���J�]�Y�W�F�H�Y��
�U�Q�F�X�Y�N�H���U�F�W�Y�N�H�Q�J�X���K�W�T�R���M�Z�R�F�S���Y�N�X�X�Z�J�X�����4�Z�W���N�S�N�Y�N�F�Q���\�T�W�P���\�N�Y�M���3�>�:���T�S���T�[�J�W��������
�U�Q�F�H�J�S�Y�F���X�F�R�U�Q�J�X���M�F�X���V�Z�N�H�P�Q�^���J�]�U�F�S�I�J�I�����J�F�W�S�N�S�L���Z�X���W�T�Q�J�X���N�S���Y�\�T���R�F�O�T�W���3�.�-��
�U�W�T�U�T�X�F�Q�X���F�S�I���S�J�\���H�T�Q�Q�F�G�T�W�F�Y�N�T�S�X���\�N�Y�M���-�F�W�[�F�W�I���F�S�I���&�W�N�_�T�S�F���8�Y�F�Y�J���:�S�N�[�J�W�X�N�Y�^����
�2�Z�H�M���T�K���Y�M�N�X���Q�F�W�L�J���X�H�F�Q�J���J�K�K�T�W�Y���N�X���F�X�X�N�X�Y�J�I���W�N�L�M�Y���M�J�W�J���G�^���T�Z�W���Q�T�H�F�Q���M�N�L�M���X�H�M�T�T�Q��
�F�S�I���H�T�Q�Q�J�L�J���N�S�Y�J�W�S�X�����J�S�X�Z�W�N�S�L���T�Z�W���W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M���I�N�W�J�H�Y�Q�^���K�T�X�Y�J�W�X���W�J�L�N�T�S�F�Q���X�H�N�J�S�Y�N�*�H��
workforce development.

�9�M�N�X���[�N�Y�F�Q���W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M���S�T�\���Q�N�S�P�X���R�N�H�W�T�����F�S�I���S�F�S�T�U�Q�F�X�Y�N�H�X���
�2�3�5�X�����Y�T���F���W�F�S�L�J���T�K��
�I�N�X�J�F�X�J�X�����N�S�H�Q�Z�I�N�S�L���N�S�+�F�R�R�F�Y�T�W�^���H�T�S�I�N�Y�N�T�S�X���F�S�I���X�J�W�N�T�Z�X���N�Q�Q�S�J�X�X�J�X���Q�N�P�J���H�F�S�H�J�W����
�&�Q�_�M�J�N�R�J�W�c�X�����F�S�I���I�J�R�J�S�Y�N�F�����&���H�T�R�U�J�Y�N�Y�N�[�J���L�W�F�S�Y���K�W�T�R���Y�M�J���&�W�N�_�T�S�F���&�Q�_�M�J�N�R�J�W�c�X��
�(�T�S�X�T�W�Y�N�Z�R���N�X���X�U�J�H�N�*�H�F�Q�Q�^���K�Z�S�I�N�S�L���F���L�W�T�Z�S�I�G�W�J�F�P�N�S�L�����R�Z�Q�Y�N���N�S�X�Y�N�Y�Z�Y�N�T�S�F�Q���X�Y�Z�I�^��
�Y�T���V�Z�F�S�Y�N�K�^���2�3�5�X���N�S���Y�M�J���G�W�F�N�S���F�S�I���H�J�W�J�G�W�T�X�U�N�S�F�Q���+�Z�N�I�����J�]�U�Q�T�W�N�S�L���Y�M�J�N�W���H�T�W�W�J�Q�F�Y�N�T�S��
�\�N�Y�M���&�Q�_�M�J�N�R�J�W�c�X���I�N�X�J�F�X�J���R�F�W�P�J�W�X���F�S�I���X�T�H�N�T�J�H�T�S�T�R�N�H���K�F�H�Y�T�W�X��

�5�W�J�Q�N�R�N�S�F�W�^���I�F�Y�F���X�Z�L�L�J�X�Y�X���2�3�5�X���H�F�S���H�W�T�X�X���Y�M�J���G�Q�T�T�I���G�W�F�N�S���G�F�W�W�N�J�W���F�S�I��
�H�T�S�Y�W�N�G�Z�Y�J���Y�T���N�S�+�F�R�R�F�Y�N�T�S�����9�T���M�F�S�I�Q�J���Y�M�N�X���H�W�N�Y�N�H�F�Q���[�T�Q�Z�R�J���T�K���\�T�W�P�����\�J�c�[�J���Z�Y�N�Q�N�_�J�I��
�Y�M�J���Q�F�W�L�J�X�Y���J�V�Z�N�U�R�J�S�Y���N�S�[�J�X�Y�R�J�S�Y���N�S���T�Z�W���M�N�X�Y�T�W�^�����T�Z�W���S�J�\���R�F�X�X���X�U�J�H�Y�W�T�R�J�Y�J�W�����Y�T��
�H�T�S�Y�N�S�Z�J���T�Z�W���Q�J�F�I�J�W�X�M�N�U���N�S���Y�M�N�X���W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M�����\�M�N�H�M���R�F�^���J�X�Y�F�G�Q�N�X�M���H�J�W�J�G�W�F�Q���2�3�5�X���F�X��
an environmental risk factor for neurodegeneration.

Funded by: NYU, NIH, Harvard, ASU, Arizona Alzheimer’s Consortium, 
Shaw Institute and our donors.

CONTAMINANT  
RESEARCH 
AND ANALYSIS
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Funded by: Woods End Laboratories, Shaw Institute and our donors.

The Shaw Institute’s research on PVA has already 
driven important regulatory changes and forced greater 
transparency on soft plastic labeling. Now, we’re tackling 
�Y�M�J���H�T�W�J���I�J�*�S�N�Y�N�T�S�X�����<�M�F�Y���N�X���G�N�T�I�J�L�W�F�I�F�G�Q�J�$���<�M�F�Y���I�J�*�S�J�X���F��
�R�N�H�W�T�U�Q�F�X�Y�N�H�$���<�J�c�W�J���\�T�W�P�N�S�L���Y�T���I�J�*�S�J���Y�M�J�X�J���Y�J�W�R�X���U�W�J�H�N�X�J�Q�^��
to close loopholes that allow new plastic pollution to persist.

The Shaw Institute is conducting pivotal research into the environmental fate of polyvinyl 
�F�Q�H�T�M�T�Q���
�5�;�&�������Y�M�J���U�Q�F�X�Y�N�H���Z�X�J�I���N�S���I�N�X�X�T�Q�[�F�G�Q�J���I�J�Y�J�W�L�J�S�Y���U�T�I�X�����4�Z�W���U�W�N�T�W���W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M���W�J�[�J�F�Q�J�I��
�F���X�N�L�S�N�*�H�F�S�Y���+�F�\���N�S���Y�M�J���f�G�N�T�I�J�L�W�F�I�F�G�Q�J�g���H�Q�F�N�R�����F�X���F�S���J�X�Y�N�R�F�Y�J�I�������
���T�K���5�;�&���U�Q�F�X�Y�N�H���U�F�X�X�J�X��
�Y�M�W�T�Z�L�M���\�F�X�Y�J�\�F�Y�J�W���Y�W�J�F�Y�R�J�S�Y���U�Q�F�S�Y�X���
�<�<�9�5�X�����N�S�Y�F�H�Y�����V�Z�N�H�P�Q�^���G�J�H�T�R�N�S�L���U�Q�F�X�Y�N�H���U�T�Q�Q�Z�Y�N�T�S��
in waterways or ending up on land due to its presence in sludge or biosolids. This work 
�M�F�X���F���G�N�L���N�R�U�F�H�Y���F�S�I���\�F�X���K�J�F�Y�Z�W�J�I���N�S���F�������������9�N�R�J���2�F�L�F�_�N�S�J���F�W�Y�N�H�Q�J��

�.�S���F���S�J�\���H�T�Q�Q�F�G�T�W�F�Y�N�T�S���\�N�Y�M���<�T�T�I�X���*�S�I���1�F�G�T�W�F�Y�T�W�N�J�X�����\�J���G�J�L�F�S���X�Y�Z�I�^�N�S�L���Y�M�J���Q�T�S�L���Y�J�W�R��
impact of this surviving PVA on soil health and farmed plants. This research aims to 
�F�S�X�\�J�W���H�W�N�Y�N�H�F�Q���V�Z�J�X�Y�N�T�S�X�����)�T�J�X���5�;�&���U�J�W�X�N�X�Y���N�S���Y�M�J���X�T�N�Q�$���)�T�J�X���N�Y���L�J�Y���F�G�X�T�W�G�J�I���G�^���H�W�T�U�X����
�U�T�Y�J�S�Y�N�F�Q�Q�^���W�J�F�H�M�N�S�L���M�Z�R�F�S�X�$���9�M�J���W�J�X�Z�Q�Y�X���T�K���Y�M�N�X���T�S�L�T�N�S�L���\�T�W�P���F�W�J���H�W�Z�H�N�F�Q���K�T�W���N�S�K�T�W�R�N�S�L��
�U�T�Q�N�H�^�����J�S�X�Z�W�N�S�L���Y�W�Z�Y�M���N�S���Q�F�G�J�Q�N�S�L�����F�S�I���L�Z�N�I�N�S�L���H�T�S�X�Z�R�J�W�X���Y�T�\�F�W�I���Y�W�Z�Q�^���X�Z�X�Y�F�N�S�F�G�Q�J���H�M�T�N�H�J�X��

Unseen Plastic in Dish and Laundry Pods



SHAW INSTITUTE 2025 IMPACT REPORT10

Expanding Our Educational Footprint: From 
Touch Tank to Education Center

�9�M�J���8�M�F�\���.�S�X�Y�N�Y�Z�Y�J���N�X���X�J�J�N�S�L���R�F�X�X�N�[�J���I�J�R�F�S�I���K�T�W���N�S�Y�J�W�F�H�Y�N�[�J�����M�F�S�I�X���T�S���Q�J�F�W�S�N�S�L�����I�W�N�[�J�S��
�G�^���Y�M�J���X�Z�H�H�J�X�X���T�K���T�Z�W���S�J�\�����������L�F�Q�Q�T�S���F�V�Z�F�Y�N�H���Y�T�Z�H�M���Y�F�S�P�����9�M�N�X���X�Y�F�Y�J���T�K���Y�M�J���F�W�Y���J�]�M�N�G�N�Y����
�\�M�N�H�M���T�U�J�S�J�I���N�S���R�N�I���&�U�W�N�Q���������������M�F�X���G�J�H�T�R�J���F���H�T�W�S�J�W�X�Y�T�S�J���T�K���T�Z�W���H�T�R�R�Z�S�N�Y�^���T�Z�Y�W�J�F�H�M����
�\�J�Q�H�T�R�N�S�L���T�[�J�W���������������[�N�X�N�Y�T�W�X���N�S���������������9�M�N�X���L�W�T�\�Y�M���\�F�X���R�F�I�J���U�T�X�X�N�G�Q�J���G�^���L�J�S�J�W�T�Z�X��
�X�Z�U�U�T�W�Y���K�W�T�R���T�Z�W���H�T�R�R�Z�S�N�Y�^���F�S�I���G�T�F�W�I�����\�M�N�H�M���M�J�Q�U�J�I���Q�F�Z�S�H�M���Y�M�J���J�]�M�N�G�N�Y���F�S�I���N�X���S�T�\��
fueling the transformation of our downtown Blue Hill facility into a full environmental 
education center.

�<�*�c�7�*���,�4�.�3�,���&�1�1���.�3��
ON EDUCATION:
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Leveling Up Educational Experiences  
 
�9�M�J���I�J�R�F�S�I���K�T�W���M�F�S�I�X���T�S���J�]�U�J�W�N�J�S�H�J�X���V�Z�N�H�P�Q�^���T�Z�Y�L�W�J�\���Y�M�J���Y�T�Z�H�M��
�Y�F�S�P�����<�J���S�T�\���T�K�K�J�W���X�U�J�H�N�F�Q�N�_�J�I���J�I�Z�H�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q���U�W�T�L�W�F�R�X�����Q�J�I���G�^���T�Z�W�� 
�J�]�U�J�W�N�J�S�H�J�I���W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M�J�W�X���F�S�I���F�V�Z�F�W�N�X�Y�X�����Y�M�F�Y���I�N�W�J�H�Y�Q�^���H�T�S�S�J�H�Y���Y�T�� 
our cutting-edge research.

�'�^���N�S�[�J�X�Y�N�S�L���N�S���Y�M�N�X���U�W�T�L�W�F�R�R�N�S�L�����\�J���F�W�J���J�S�X�Z�W�N�S�L��

 �’ Year-round access and dedicated operating hours across all  
four seasons.

 �’ Structured sessions that support local schools and  
homeschool groups.

 �’ Integration of education into our internship and volunteer 
�U�W�T�L�W�F�R�X�����T�K�K�J�W�N�S�L���N�S�[�F�Q�Z�F�G�Q�J���U�W�F�H�Y�N�H�F�Q���J�]�U�J�W�N�J�S�H�J��

 �’ �&���X�N�L�S�N�*�H�F�S�Y�Q�^���J�]�U�F�S�I�J�I���J�I�Z�H�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q���K�T�T�Y�U�W�N�S�Y���G�^���H�T�Q�Q�F�G�T�W�F�Y�N�S�L��
�\�N�Y�M���P�J�^���U�F�W�Y�S�J�W�X���Y�T���G�Q�J�S�I���U�M�^�X�N�H�F�Q���F�S�I���I�N�L�N�Y�F�Q���W�J�X�T�Z�W�H�J�X����
�R�F�]�N�R�N�_�N�S�L���F�H�H�J�X�X���Y�T���R�F�W�N�S�J���X�H�N�J�S�H�J���H�T�S�H�J�U�Y�X���F�Y���X�H�F�Q�J��

This expansion includes a new collaboration with the World Ocean 
Observatory (W2O). We now host a public display of their award-
�\�N�S�S�N�S�L���<�T�W�Q�I���4�H�J�F�S���*�]�U�Q�T�W�J�W�����F�S���N�R�R�J�W�X�N�[�J���U�Q�F�Y�K�T�W�R���Y�M�F�Y���Z�X�J�X���W�J�F�Q��
research data to allow visitors to virtually explore the deep sea—the 
�*�W�X�Y���N�S���U�J�W�X�T�S���N�S�X�Y�F�Q�Q�F�Y�N�T�S���T�K���N�Y�X���P�N�S�I��

This major step transforms our downtown Blue Hill location into 
�F���^�J�F�W���W�T�Z�S�I���K�F�H�N�Q�N�Y�^���Y�M�F�Y���Y�Z�W�S�X���X�H�N�J�S�Y�N�*�H���W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M���N�S�Y�T���N�S�Y�J�W�F�H�Y�N�[�J��
learning experiences for both local communities and global visitors.

�9�M�J���8�M�F�\���.�S�X�Y�N�Y�Z�Y�J���W�J�H�T�L�S�N�_�J�I���F�S�I��
�W�J�X�U�T�S�I�J�I���Y�T���Y�M�J���Q�N�S�P���G�J�Y�\�J�J�S���X�H�N�J�S�Y�N�*�H��
research and its educational application 
within the Peninsula region and beyond.  
�<�J���F�W�J���L�W�F�Y�J�K�Z�Q���K�T�W���Y�M�J�N�W���Q�J�F�I�J�W�X�M�N�U����
�N�R�F�L�N�S�F�Y�N�T�S�����+�J�]�N�G�N�Q�N�Y�^���F�S�I���L�T�T�I���\�T�W�P���g

Peter Neill
Founder  
World Ocean Observatory

““
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The Shaw Institute has given my upper elementary and 
middle school students the rare opportunity to engage in 
�W�J�F�Q���\�T�W�Q�I���X�H�N�J�S�H�J�����9�M�J�^���Y�W�J�F�Y���X�Y�Z�I�J�S�Y�X���F�X���Y�W�Z�J���H�T�Q�Q�F�G�T�W�F�Y�T�W�X����
empowering them to see themselves as scientists and 
�J�]�U�J�W�N�J�S�H�J���Y�M�J���\�T�W�P���T�K���X�H�N�J�S�Y�N�*�H���N�S�V�Z�N�W�^���*�W�X�Y�M�F�S�I���g

Ms. Nell Herrmann 
�3�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q���'�T�F�W�I���(�J�W�Y�N�*�J�I���9�J�F�H�M�J�W
Blue Hill Consolidated School

““

Bridging the Gap: Bringing High-Impact  
STEM Education to Rural Maine

�9�M�J���8�M�F�\���.�S�X�Y�N�Y�Z�Y�J���N�X���N�S�N�Y�N�F�Y�N�S�L���F���R�T�G�N�Q�J���8�9�*�2���J�I�Z�H�F�Y�N�T�S���N�S�N�Y�N�F�Y�N�[�J���F�N�R�J�I���Y�T��
�I�J�Q�N�[�J�W���M�N�L�M���N�R�U�F�H�Y�����W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M���G�F�X�J�I���Q�J�F�W�S�N�S�L���Y�T���J�I�Z�H�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q���N�S�X�Y�N�Y�Z�Y�N�T�S�X���F�S�I��
�H�T�R�R�Z�S�N�Y�^���L�W�T�Z�U�X���Y�M�W�T�Z�L�M�T�Z�Y���2�F�N�S�J�����Y�M�J�W�J�G�^���R�N�Y�N�L�F�Y�N�S�L���G�F�W�W�N�J�W�X���Q�N�P�J���W�J�X�T�Z�W�H�J�X��
and travel impediments.

Phase 1: This step involves creating our mobile curriculum: adapting core 
�U�W�T�L�W�F�R�X���
�Q�N�P�J���Y�M�J���2�N�H�W�T�U�Q�F�X�Y�N�H�X���.�S�[�J�X�Y�N�L�F�Y�N�T�S���1�F�G�����N�S�Y�T���U�T�W�Y�F�G�Q�J���P�N�Y�X���F�S�I��
creating instructional plans for delivery to groups in rural areas. Key subject 
�F�W�J�F�X���N�S�H�Q�Z�I�J���(�T�F�X�Y�F�Q���2�T�S�N�Y�T�W�N�S�L�����2�F�W�N�S�J���2�F�R�R�F�Q���-�J�F�Q�Y�M�����F�S�I���5�Q�F�X�Y�N�H���5�T�Q�Q�Z�Y�N�T�S��

Phase 2: �8�Y�F�S�Q�J�^���(�M�J�[�W�T�Q�J�Y�����8�Y�F�S�Q�J�^���8�Z�G�F�W�Z�����F�S�I���2�F�W�P���5�T�Q�N�Y�Y�J���M�F�[�J���L�J�S�J�W�T�Z�X�Q�^��
�I�T�S�F�Y�J�I���F���Y�\�T���^�J�F�W���Q�J�F�X�J���T�S���F���S�J�\�����J�Q�J�H�Y�W�N�H���H�T�R�R�J�W�H�N�F�Q���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J�����9�M�N�X���Y�W�Z�H�P���M�F�X��
�F���I�Z�F�Q���U�Z�W�U�T�X�J�����Y�W�F�S�X�U�T�W�Y�N�S�L���X�Z�R�R�J�W���N�S�Y�J�W�S�X���K�T�W���*�J�Q�I���W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M�����F�S�I���X�J�W�[�N�S�L���F�X��
a “science-in-a-box” the rest of the year. This mobile lab will transport portable 
�J�V�Z�N�U�R�J�S�Y���F�S�I���J�I�Z�H�F�Y�T�W�X���I�N�W�J�H�Y�Q�^���Y�T���W�Z�W�F�Q���H�T�R�R�Z�S�N�Y�N�J�X�����Y�J�F�H�M�N�S�L���Y�M�J�R���F�Q�Q���F�G�T�Z�Y��
�W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M���\�M�N�Q�J���J�R�U�T�\�J�W�N�S�L���X�Y�Z�I�J�S�Y�X���Y�T���X�J�W�[�J���F�X���H�N�Y�N�_�J�S���X�H�N�J�S�Y�N�X�Y�X��

Phase 3: �9�M�J���:�Q�Y�N�R�F�Y�J���2�T�G�N�Q�J���1�F�G���N�X���T�Z�W���Q�T�S�L���Y�J�W�R���L�T�F�Q�����X�J�H�Z�W�N�S�L���K�Z�S�I�N�S�L���K�T�W���F��
�K�Z�Q�Q�^���J�V�Z�N�U�U�J�I���H�F�W�W�N�J�W���[�F�S���T�W���G�Z�X�����9�M�N�X���Z�U�L�W�F�I�J���\�N�Q�Q���H�W�J�F�Y�J���F�S���N�R�R�J�W�X�N�[�J�����X�Y�F�Y�J��
of-the-art mobile research laboratory capable of handling larger groups and 
more comprehensive sessions. This transformation will ensure that geographic 
location no longer restricts access to science education  
and opportunity.

““



SHAW INSTITUTE 2025 IMPACT REPORT13

The Shaw Institute brings so much to Blue Hill. Our local students 
have a world class research institute in their backyard. The Shaw 
Institute’s programming has made it a pillar of the community 
and added so much to the overall vibrancy of downtown. I feel so 
lucky to call them my neighbor!”

�&�R�F�S�I�F���<�T�T�L
Mom, owner of Juniper
Member of Blue Hill Select Board

�9�M�J���8�M�F�\���.�S�X�Y�N�Y�Z�Y�J���J�S�L�F�L�J�I���T�[�J�W���������������U�F�W�Y�N�H�N�U�F�S�Y�X���Y�M�N�X���^�J�F�W���Y�M�W�T�Z�L�M���U�W�T�L�W�F�R�X����
�\�T�W�P�X�M�T�U�X�����F�S�I���J�[�J�S�Y�X��

�<�J���\�J�Q�H�T�R�J�I���X�Y�Z�I�J�S�Y���[�N�X�N�Y�T�W�X���K�W�T�R���I�N�[�J�W�X�J���X�H�M�T�T�Q�X���F�S�I���L�W�T�Z�U�X���F�H�W�T�X�X���2�F�N�S�J���
�N�S�H�Q�Z�I�N�S�L��
�1�J�\�N�X�Y�T�S�����'�F�S�L�T�W�����F�S�I���)�J�J�W���.�X�Q�J�������U�Q�Z�X���X�Z�R�R�J�W���H�F�R�U�X���F�S�I���F�I�Z�Q�Y���T�W�L�F�S�N�_�F�Y�N�T�S�X���Q�N�P�J���5�F�W�P�J�W��
�7�N�I�L�J���F�S�I���'�F�Y�J�X���(�T�Q�Q�J�L�J�����5�F�W�Y�N�H�N�U�F�S�Y�X���J�S�O�T�^�J�I���T�Z�W���Y�T�Z�H�M���Y�F�S�P�����Q�F�G���Y�T�Z�W�X�����F�S�I���U�W�J�X�J�S�Y�F�Y�N�T�S�X��
�T�S���,�Z�Q�K���T�K���2�F�N�S�J���K�T�T�I���\�J�G�X��

Our reach expanded further through off-site events like Autumn Gold and lectures in 
�Q�T�H�F�Y�N�T�S�X���X�Z�H�M���F�X���5�T�W�Y���(�Q�^�I�J���F�S�I���(�F�X�Y�N�S�J�����X�M�T�\�H�F�X�N�S�L���T�Z�W���H�W�N�Y�N�H�F�Q���5�Q�F�X�Y�N�H�X���F�S�I�� 
PFAS research.

�&�I�I�N�Y�N�T�S�F�Q�Q�^�����������I�J�I�N�H�F�Y�J�I���[�T�Q�Z�S�Y�J�J�W�X���H�T�S�Y�W�N�G�Z�Y�J�I���T�[�J�W�����������M�T�Z�W�X���T�K���X�J�W�[�N�H�J���� 
strengthening our community impact.

““
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The Touch Tank Grand Re-Opening���I�W�J�\���T�[�J�W�����������U�J�T�U�Q�J���Y�T���Y�M�J���8�M�F�\���.�S�X�Y�N�Y�Z�Y�J���T�S���Y�M�J��
opening day. Thanks to news coverage from local media and a generous donation of 
�T�H�J�F�S���Y�M�J�R�J�I���U�T�U�X�N�H�Q�J�X���K�W�T�R���T�Z�W���K�W�N�J�S�I�X���F�Y���'�Q�Z�J���(�M�N�Q�Q�����Y�M�J���J�[�J�S�Y���\�F�X���F���M�Z�L�J���X�Z�H�H�J�X�X��

�+�T�W���Y�M�J���X�J�H�T�S�I���^�J�F�W���N�S���F���W�T�\�����\�J���\�J�Q�H�T�R�J�I���T�[�J�W�����������H�T�R�R�Z�S�N�Y�^���R�J�R�G�J�W�X���I�Z�W�N�S�L���Y�M�J��annual 
Boo Hill event celebrating Halloween and science through our Charlie the Shark character.

We served as a guest editor for a journal’s special edition on microplastic pollution. 
�9�M�W�T�Z�L�M���Y�M�N�X���H�T�Q�Q�F�G�T�W�F�Y�N�T�S�����\�J���U�Z�G�Q�N�X�M�J�I���F���U�F�U�J�W���Y�N�Y�Q�J�I�����fMicroplastics Pollution in Aquatic 
Ecosystems: Challenges and Perspectives�g�����\�M�N�H�M���H�M�W�T�S�N�H�Q�J�X���Y�M�J���U�W�J�X�J�S�H�J���F�S�I���N�R�U�F�H�Y�X��
of microplastics all over the world.

�.�S���Q�N�S�J���\�N�Y�M���T�Z�W���R�N�X�X�N�T�S�����Y�M�J���8�M�F�\���.�S�X�Y�N�Y�Z�Y�J���H�M�F�R�U�N�T�S�J�I���2�F�N�S�J���X�H�W�J�J�S�N�S�L�X���T�K���Y�M�J��
�I�T�H�Z�R�J�S�Y�F�W�^����Sludge: A PFAS Uprising�����<�J���M�N�L�M�Q�N�L�M�Y�J�I���2�F�N�S�J���K�F�R�N�Q�^���K�F�W�R�J�W�X���N�R�U�F�H�Y�J�I���G�^��
PFAS “forever chemicals” contaminating their land and water. The Institute developed the 
�*�Q�R�c�X���T�K�*�H�N�F�Q���J�I�Z�H�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q���L�Z�N�I�J���F�S�I���Q�J�I���Y�\�T���H�T�R�R�Z�S�N�Y�^���U�F�S�J�Q�X�����X�Z�H�H�J�X�X�K�Z�Q�Q�^���Y�W�F�S�X�Q�F�Y�N�S�L��
complex research into public awareness and reinforcing our commitment to public  
health advocacy.

First Fridays���F�W�J���G�F�H�P���N�S���'�Q�Z�J���-�N�Q�Q�����F�S�I���\�J���\�J�W�J���F�G�Q�J���Y�T���H�T�S�S�J�H�Y���\�N�Y�M���L�Z�J�X�Y�X���G�^���X�Y�F�^�N�S�L��
�T�U�J�S���Q�F�Y�J���I�Z�W�N�S�L���Y�M�J���G�Z�X�^���*�W�X�Y���+�W�N�I�F�^���T�K���X�Z�R�R�J�W���F�K�Y�J�W�S�T�T�S�X����

�4�Z�W���X�T�Q�I���T�Z�Y���J�[�J�S�Y�����f�4�^�X�Y�J�W�X�����<�N�S�J�����F�S�I���&�S�N�R�F�Q���&�K�K�F�N�W�X�����&���;�F�Q�J�S�Y�N�S�J�c�X���)�F�^���(�J�Q�J�G�W�F�Y�N�T�S��
with a Twist ���g���\�F�X���F���M�N�L�M�Q�N�L�M�Y���T�K���Y�M�J���^�J�F�W�����9�M�N�X���U�T�U�Z�Q�F�W���R�N�]�J�W���X�Z�H�H�J�X�X�K�Z�Q�Q�^���G�Q�J�S�I�J�I��
entertainment with science; attendees enjoyed wine and oysters before a humorous 
lecture on the wackiest love stories from the animal kingdom. The high demand showed  
�F���X�Y�W�T�S�L���H�T�R�R�Z�S�N�Y�^���F�U�U�J�Y�N�Y�J���K�T�W���F�H�H�J�X�X�N�G�Q�J�����J�S�L�F�L�N�S�L���X�H�N�J�S�H�J���U�W�T�L�W�F�R�R�N�S�L�����\�M�N�H�M���\�J�� 
�\�N�Q�Q���H�T�S�Y�N�S�Z�J���N�S���������������Y�M�F�S�P�X���Y�T���Y�M�J���'�Q�Z�J���-�N�Q�Q���<�N�S�J���8�M�T�U���F�S�I���9�F�U�Q�J�^���(�T�[�J���4�^�X�Y�J�W�X��

MORE HIGHLIGHTS  
FROM 2025!
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�9�M�N�X���^�J�F�W�����\�J���H�T�Q�Q�F�G�T�W�F�Y�J�I���\�N�Y�M���J�N�L�M�Y���N�S�Y�J�W�S�X���W�J�U�W�J�X�J�S�Y�N�S�L��
�X�J�[�J�S���N�S�X�Y�N�Y�Z�Y�N�T�S�X�����'�T�\�I�T�N�S���(�T�Q�Q�J�L�J�����(�T�Q�G�^���(�T�Q�Q�J�L�J�����;�N�W�L�N�S�N�F��
�9�J�H�M�����Y�M�J���:�S�N�[�J�W�X�N�Y�^���T�K���8�T�Z�Y�M�J�W�S���2�F�N�S�J�����,�J�T�W�L�J���8�Y�J�[�J�S�X��
�&�H�F�I�J�R�^�����*�Q�Q�X�\�T�W�Y�M���-�N�L�M���8�H�M�T�T�Q�����F�S�I���Y�M�J���8�U�J�S�H�J���8�H�M�T�T�Q����
�<�N�Y�M���Q�T�X�X�J�X���N�S���Z�S�N�[�J�W�X�N�Y�^���K�Z�S�I�N�S�L���K�T�W���Y�M�N�X���^�J�F�W�c�X���N�S�Y�J�W�S�X�����\�J��
were grateful to be able to collaborate with the Pappas 
Family Foundation to help support the 2025 interns.

�4�Z�W���N�S�Y�J�W�S�X���L�F�N�S�J�I���J�]�Y�J�S�X�N�[�J���J�]�U�J�W�N�J�S�H�J�����H�T�S�Y�W�N�G�Z�Y�N�S�L���Y�T��
�M�N�L�M���N�R�U�F�H�Y���M�Z�R�F�S���M�J�F�Q�Y�M���W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M�����H�T�F�X�Y�F�Q���R�T�S�N�Y�T�W�N�S�L����
�\�J�Y���Q�F�G���J�]�U�J�W�N�R�J�S�Y�X�����F�S�I���H�T�R�R�Z�S�N�Y�^���T�Z�Y�W�J�F�H�M�����9�M�N�X���^�J�F�W����
�Y�M�J�^���S�T�Y�F�G�Q�^���X�U�J�F�W�M�J�F�I�J�I���J�K�K�T�W�Y�X���T�S���Y�M�J���3�4�&�&���5�+�&�8���L�W�F�S�Y����
assisting in studying PFAS contamination in harbor seals 
�T�[�J�W���������^�J�F�W�X�����.�S�Y�J�W�S�X���Q�J�I���Q�F�G�T�W�F�Y�T�W�^���\�T�W�P���F�S�I���X�F�R�U�Q�J��
�U�W�J�U�F�W�F�Y�N�T�S���K�T�W���M�Z�R�F�S���M�J�F�Q�Y�M���W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M���F�X���\�J�Q�Q�����J�S�X�Z�W�N�S�L��
�Y�M�J�N�W���N�S�H�Q�Z�X�N�T�S���T�S���Y�M�J���*�S�F�Q���U�Z�G�Q�N�H�F�Y�N�T�S�X��
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Our total expenses for 2025 continue to be directed primarily to research and 
�U�W�T�L�W�F�R�R�N�S�L�����\�N�Y�M���F���X�Q�N�L�M�Y���N�S�H�W�J�F�X�J���N�S���F�I�R�N�S�N�X�Y�W�F�Y�N�[�J���H�T�X�Y�X�����<�J���F�I�I�J�I���T�Z�W���F�V�Z�F�W�N�Z�R�X����
�J�X�Y�F�G�Q�N�X�M�J�I���F���L�N�K�Y���X�M�T�U���N�S���T�Z�W���J�I�Z�H�F�Y�N�T�S���H�J�S�Y�J�W�����F�S�I���R�F�I�J���H�M�F�S�L�J�X���Y�T���T�Z�W���I�T�S�T�W��
�R�F�S�F�L�J�R�J�S�Y���X�^�X�Y�J�R�X�����F�Q�Q���T�K���\�M�N�H�M���N�R�U�F�H�Y�J�I���T�Z�W���F�I�R�N�S�N�X�Y�W�F�Y�N�[�J���H�T�X�Y�X�����)�J�[�J�Q�T�U�R�J�S�Y���F�S�I��
facilities costs accounted for the remaining expenditures:

�9�M�J���8�M�F�\���.�S�X�Y�N�Y�Z�Y�J�c�X���*�X�H�F�Q���^�J�F�W���K�T�Q�Q�T�\�X���Y�M�J���H�F�Q�J�S�I�F�W���^�J�F�W�����&�Y���Y�M�J���H�Q�T�X�J���T�K�������������Y�T�Y�F�Q��
�W�J�[�J�S�Z�J���\�F�X���	�������������������S�J�F�W�Q�^�������
���T�K���\�M�N�H�M���H�F�R�J���K�W�T�R���N�S�I�N�[�N�I�Z�F�Q���I�T�S�F�Y�N�T�S�X���K�W�T�R���^�T�Z����
�T�Z�W���H�T�R�R�Z�S�N�Y�^���R�J�R�G�J�W�X�����\�M�N�Q�J���Y�M�J���W�J�R�F�N�S�N�S�L���W�J�[�J�S�Z�J���H�F�R�J���K�W�T�R���H�T�R�U�J�Y�N�Y�N�[�J���L�W�F�S�Y�X���F�S�I��
�K�W�T�R���G�Z�X�N�S�J�X�X���F�S�I���T�Y�M�J�W���T�W�L�F�S�N�_�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q���I�T�S�F�Y�N�T�S�X����

We’ve made good progress towards our fundraising goals but we still need a lot of help 
�L�J�Y�Y�N�S�L���F�H�W�T�X�X���Y�M�J���*�S�N�X�M���Q�N�S�J��

Thank you very much for your ongoing support as we 
�H�T�S�Y�N�S�Z�J���Y�T���G�Z�N�Q�I���*�S�F�S�H�N�F�Q���F�S�I���T�W�L�F�S�N�_�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q���H�F�U�F�H�N�Y�^��
at the Shaw Institute.

Expenses

FINANCIAL 
INFORMATION

2025 OPERATING 
EXPENSES
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Dr. Charlie Rolsky, Ph.D.
Executive Director & Senior Research Scientist

Emon Das, MS
Research Technician

Dani Rodriguez
Education & Outreach Manager

Johanna Barrett
Administrative Assistant

Tod Hardin
Head of Marketing & Communications

Michael Vittum 
Lead Aquarist

Dr. James Brown, Ph.D. 
Research Consultant

�4�K�*�H�J�W�X
Matt Newton ����Chairman

Mark Gabrielson �� Treasurer

Tina Allen ����Secretary

Board Members
Martha S. Murray
Susan Pappas
Margaret Nivision

Board Members Emeritus
H. Richard Dietrich
Greg Sundberg

Shaw Institute Board

STAFF AND BOARD
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BY THE NUMBERS

5 months
�(�T�Q�Q�J�H�Y�J�I���*�J�Q�I���X�F�R�U�Q�J�X���I�F�Y�F���K�T�W

  from
8 interns
Worked with

7 institutions

11 Maine organizations
Collaborated with

in 5 cities

200+
tests for bacteria 
around Maine beaches

Conducted

2,500 phytoplankton
Counted over

150
Analyzed more than

human tissue samples 
for plastic contamination

600
plastic samples

Measured

PFAS
75  tests for

���N�S���2�F�N�S�J�c�X���I�W�N�S�P�N�S�L���K�W�J�X�M�\�F�Y�J�W

Processed

over 5,000 visitors
Conducted community outreach with

education center/touch tank to our

1,800 participants
 in structured programs, tours, and off-site events

Engaged over

�����X�H�N�J�S�Y�N�*�H��
conferences

Presented research at
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�9�M�F�S�P�X���Y�T���L�J�S�J�W�T�Z�X���I�T�S�T�W�X���Q�N�P�J���^�T�Z�����Y�M�J���8�M�F�\���.�S�X�Y�N�Y�Z�Y�J���H�W�J�F�Y�J�X��
innovative research and educational tools. This work both 
empowers people through science education and drives research 
that creates meaningful change for our planet and communities. 
This critical work depends entirely on your support. Please consider 
giving today to secure a healthier future for all.

Our Top Fundraising Goals for 2026
 �’ Develop the Blue Hill Environmental Education Center to offer 

year-round programming and events.
 �’ �1�F�Z�S�H�M���F���2�T�G�N�Q�J���8�9�*�2���8�J�W�[�N�H�J���Y�T���G�W�N�S�L���T�Z�W���X�H�N�J�S�H�J���J�I�Z�H�F�Y�N�T�S��

directly to underserved rural communities.
 �’ �8�J�H�Z�W�J���H�T�W�J���T�U�J�W�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q���X�Z�U�U�T�W�Y���Y�T���X�Y�F�G�N�Q�N�_�J���T�Z�W���K�T�Z�S�I�F�Y�N�T�S��

�F�L�F�N�S�X�Y���W�N�X�N�S�L���H�T�X�Y�X���F�S�I���K�Z�S�I�N�S�L���N�S�X�Y�F�G�N�Q�N�Y�^�����J�S�F�G�Q�N�S�L�� 
sustainable growth.

 �’ �&�H�V�Z�N�W�J���R�T�W�J���X�U�J�H�N�F�Q�N�_�J�I���N�S�X�Y�W�Z�R�J�S�Y�X���Y�T���J�]�U�F�S�I���M�N�L�M���N�R�U�F�H�Y��
�W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M�����X�U�J�H�N�*�H�F�Q�Q�^���F�S�F�Q�^�_�N�S�L���5�+�&�8���N�S���Y�M�J���J�S�[�N�W�T�S�R�J�S�Y���F�S�I��
nanoplastics in human tissue.

 �’ �-�N�W�J���P�J�^���X�Y�F�K�K���Y�T���J�S�M�F�S�H�J���T�Z�W���H�F�U�F�H�N�Y�^���F�H�W�T�X�X���W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M����
�J�I�Z�H�F�Y�N�T�S�����F�S�I���I�J�[�J�Q�T�U�R�J�S�Y�� 

Donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

DONATE TODAY @ shawinstitute.org/donate

�.�K���^�T�Z���\�T�Z�Q�I���Q�N�P�J���Y�T���G�J�H�T�R�J���F���[�T�Q�Z�S�Y�J�J�W�����Q�J�Y�c�X���Y�F�Q�P���� 
�,�N�[�J���Z�X���F���H�F�Q�Q�����X�J�S�I���Z�X���F���R�J�X�X�F�L�J�����T�W���I�W�T�U���G�^��

SCAN TO DONATE!

YOU MAKE OUR  
�<�4�7�0���5�4�8�8�.�'�1�*
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
RESEARCH COLLABORATORS

�)�J�U�F�W�Y�R�J�S�Y���T�K���2�F�W�N�S�J��
Resources

Emory University

P.O. Box 1652
�������2�F�N�S���8�Y�W�J�J�Y
�'�Q�Z�J���-�N�Q�Q�����2�*������������
�
��������������������������

info@shawinstitute.org
ShawInstitute.org

LEARN MORE!
Follow us!

SUPPORTERS

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

Blue Hill Co-Op

Clear Drop

�8�M�N�R�F�I�_�Z

World Ocean Observatory
�3�F�Y�Z�W�F�Q���7�J�X�T�Z�W�H�J�X���(�T�Z�S�H�N�Q�� 
�T�K���2�F�N�S�J

�:�S�N�[�J�W�X�N�Y�^���T�K���3�J�\���*�S�L�Q�F�S�I

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Alamo Theatre 

Barncastle Hotel & Restaurant

Blue Chill

Blue Hill Heritage Trust

Blue Hill Public Library

Blue Hill Wine Shop

Hannaford - Blue Hill 

SeaLoft

Stonington Opera House

Tapley Cove Oyster Co. 

MEDIA COVERAGE

�&�8�:���3�J�\�X

DCReport

Ellsworth American

�3�J�\�X���(�J�S�Y�J�W���2�F�N�S�J

Pen Bay Pilot

Portland Press Herald

�8�Y�F�W�����������+�2���<�3�8�=

WABI TV 5

Weekly Packet

�<�*�7�:�����.�S�H��

Wirecutter


